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The Philosophy of Mind in the Awakening of
Faith in Mahayana: A Theory of Mahayana
Formulated on the Model of “Fa-yi”

Jin, Tao *
Abstract

The philosophy of mind in the Awakening of Faith in Mahayana
is popularly summarized as the theory of “one mind, two gates and
three (aspects of) greatness”, following the precedent put forward by
Fazang, the most authoritative commentator of the treatise. At a deeper
level, however, this theory further constitutes a theory of Mahayana,
a theory that glorifies the treatise as “Mahayana” rather than the so-
called “Hinayana”, hence as the superior and true teaching of the
Buddha. This theory of Mahayana is derived from but reformulates the
theory of “seven (aspects) of greatness” widely adopted in the early
Yogacara tradition in India. While its Indian prototype is focused on
the “aspects” of greatness, this theory places its attention on the basis
of such greatness, namely, the mind of sentient beings (i.e., “zhong
sheng xin”). Through a careful investigation into the nature (“fa”)
and the salvific role (“yi”’) of this mind, as formulated in a meticulous
play on three different meanings of the word yi, this theory not only
revises the basic logic of the Indian theory, but also greatly elaborates

its modes of explication, thus creating a much more complex and
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sophisticated theory of Mahayana that underlies the philosophy of

mind in the treatise.

Keywords: Awakening of Faith in Mahayana, theory of Mahayana,
fa-yi, three (aspects of) greatness (sanda), seven (aspects

of) greatness (gida)
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